Music Policy

Berkley C of E VA First School.

Statement of our Christian Ethos
Our vision and values 

We are a small school, with big ideas, adopting a creative approach to ensure that every child is supported in order to flourish and thrive; to see and develop their true potential.

Everything is underpinned by our Christian values of which we are proud. We inspire young minds by living out these Christian values every day. 
Our vision and ethos of the school is based on the sermon of the mount, Matthew 5:14- 16; “You are the light that gives light to the world. In the same way, let your light shine before others, live so that they may see your good works.” 
We are children of the community and guided by Faith.

Intent
We see music as a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal expression and our aim is to have a holistic approach, which places emphasis on the development of the whole child through music and through movement. Music reflects culture and society and therefore we aim to use it to help children to better understand the world they live in. We aim to include a good deal of active listening. We provide opportunities for children to create, play, perform and enjoy music. We include activities which have a high input of Kodaly practise and Dalcroze teaching. We aim to increase the breadth and range of musical experiences available to the children. We aim to increase challenge and difficulty in musical activities. We aim to increase confidence, sensitivity and creativity in the children’s music making.
Impact
 Children  will –

·  develop an ‘ear’ for music

· develop a relationship’ with their voice

· develop an understanding of rhythm

· know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into musical structures

· know how music is made through a variety of instruments

· Start to understand how music is composed and written down

· to know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written

· to develop the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appreciating music

E-Safety

E-safety is a priority in all our planning and teaching.  Learning opportunities are planned to reinforce this message.

Implementation
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in Music. Our principal aim is to develop the child’s enjoyment, knowledge, skills and understanding in Music. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build their confidence. We focus on the development of the children’s ability to sing in tune individually, and with others. Singing helps to build an understanding of the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to listen and appreciate different forms of music. Children develop descriptive skills and think about how music can represent feelings and emotions. We teach the disciplined skills of recognising pulse, duration, dynamics, texture, timbre, structure, tempo and pitch. We often teach these together. Children have the opportunity to work together to make music. They learn simple notation and how to compose music. We listen to a wide variety of music from different times and places. We use a range of resources to support the teaching of Music including ICT.

We operate a planning procedure agreed by the whole teaching staff, based upon the Programmes of Study and Statements of Attainment. We develop schemes of work and weekly plans, which give details of appropriate activities and outcomes. We plan progressive activities that develop knowledge in Music. We use assessment for learning and adapt our planning as a result of assessments. The Music Co-Ordinator writes the daily lesson plans, which list the specific learning expectations and outcomes of each lesson. She teaches Music across all four classes supported, as appropriate, by Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants. Schemes of work have a high input of Kodaly practise including the teaching of folk songs in addition to our songs of worship. Historically children’s lives would have been filled with music encouraging the development of different perceptions and emotions. Children are also introduced to basic Dalcroze teaching where music is experienced through movement, engaging body, mind and emotion. This includes ‘Dalcroze Handbook’ and ‘How can I keep from Singing’ which encourages practical musicianship.
Differentiation

We aim to encourage all children to reach their full potential through the provision of varied opportunities. We recognise that our curriculum planning must allow pupils to gain a progressively deeper understanding and competency as they move throughout the school. Particular thought will be given to gender when organising groups and collaborative work. 

Careful thought will be given to the provision of appropriately structured work for children with SEN. The school uses the strategies of ‘The Dyslexia Friendly School’ that enable all children increased access to the curriculum through a broad - based, multi sensory, visual, auditory and kinaesthetically planned curriculum.

The most able children within our school, including those children who are Gifted and Talented, are identified so that their individual needs are acknowledged. Planning attempts to ensure that the level of challenge is appropriate to their specific needs. In addition to following the NC for class music making, the school offers children enrichment through participation in choirs and recorder ensembles. All children in KS2 Children are offered piano lessons. These are 10 minute slots which take place in school during the school day.
Enrichment Activities

Children are offered the opportunity to play the recorder in KS2 with the specialist Music teacher. These sessions are in the form of small-differentiated group work. Learning to read music has become an important aspect of this enrichment programme and helps to fulfil the aim to make the sight/sound connection at an early age. A recorder ensemble plays for whole school assemblies. We have two school choirs, which meet on a weekly basis. The primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing together but the choirs also perform in public on a number of occasions throughout the year for example at the Harvest and Easter services, at the annual Singing Festival at Great Elm. In previous year we have taken the children to sing and play their recorders at the ‘old folks home’ Christmas party and have been invited to perform at the Lion’s club concert. The Christmas nativities also offer a chance for all children to perform in front of an audience. This is a particularly good way of seeing how the children develop throughout their years here from reception to year 4.  
The Foundation Stage

 We encourage the development of Creative skills in the Reception class, as this is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum. We relate the Creative skills of the children to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals. We also assess the children with relation to the Foundation Stage Profile Statements. The children’s learning includes Art, Music, Dance, Role-play and Imaginative play. The range of experience encourages children to make connections between one area of learning and another and so extends their understanding. There are links to all curriculum areas.

Assessment and Reporting

Opportunities for assessment will be identified in Implementation and enrichment delivery. Performance will be regularly assessed and monitored in accordance with the National Curriculum.  We assess children’s work in Music as an ongoing feature of Assessment for Learning so as to meet the needs of each child, building on their understanding and to develop their musical potential. We assess progress made against the Learning Intent, and the Music teacher designs specific tasks in order to assess children’s achievement through observation of children’s participation and development in listening, performing and taking part in termly projects. Children are encouraged to discuss their work and assess it. They listen to comments from their peers and take part in end of project ‘quizzes’. Verbal and written feedback is given by the Music teacher to the class teacher.  Staff hold meetings with parents and written annual reports are forwarded to parents in the summer term. 
Music is led by all staff: Mrs Thompson is the led for singing and events. 
· Purchase, organise and maintain teaching resources- Mrs Thompson 
· Encourage and assist with in-service training

· Being informed about current developments in the subject 

· Provide a direction for the subject in the school- Mrs Thompson 
· Provide guidance and support to colleagues in the implementation of the NC and schemes of work leading to improved quality and continuity of the teaching of Music throughout the school

· Advise the Head teacher of any action required [e.g. resources, standards etc]

· Monitor the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching across the school

· Develop enrichment activities e.g. Recorder groups, choirs etc

· Encourage ways of involving parents in their children’s learning

· Promote liaison throughout the school / cross phase / transfer

· Write annual report to the Governing Body outlining developments, significant achievements, future plans etc within the subject in the school

· Prepare a Standards Report [when appropriate]

· Work with the Head teacher on the School Development Plan with respect to Music. 

Safety

We recognise that all teachers must plan safe activities for Music, and actively raise children’s awareness of hazards and risks when working with living things, materials and equipment, and take action to control those risks.  

Resources

We are developing a range of resources to support the teaching of Music across the school.  Currently we keep relevant instruments and resources centrally in the library.  Resources are updated continually as appropriate. A new resource added this term has been the BBC’s Ten Little Pieces. 
Equal opportunities

The teaching of Music will be in accordance with the present policy for Equal Opportunities. We aim to provide equal access to Music for those children with Special Educational Needs and those pupils who are very able and require extension activities, through small group work, through the support of classroom assistants where available and through carefully differentiated activities.
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