Design Technology (DT) Policy

Statement of our Christian ethos

This policy reflects our Christian values, which recognise, celebrate and welcome diversity. We believe that each and every one of us brings something valuable to our school family. We aim to develop pupils’ personal qualities and achievements.

The mission statement of our school talks of valuing the individuality of all of our children. We are committed to giving all of our children every opportunity to achieve the highest standards. 

This policy helps to ensure that this happens for all of the children in our school, regardless of their age, religion, gender, ethnicity attainment or background.

Aims

D.T. prepares children to take part in the development of tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. Creative thinking encourages children to make positive changes to their quality of life. The subject encourages children to become autonomous and creative problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team. It enables them to identify needs and opportunities and to respond by developing ideas and eventually making products and systems. Through the study of design and technology they combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental issues, as well as functions and industrial practices. This allows them to reflect on and evaluate present and past design and technology, its uses and its impacts. D.T. helps all children to become discriminating and informed consumers and potential innovators. 

Objectives

The objectives of DT are:

· to develop imaginative thinking in children and to enable them to talk about what they like and dislike when designing and making;

· to enable children to talk about how things work, and to draw and model their ideas;

· to encourage children to select appropriate tools and techniques for making a product, whilst following safe procedures;

· to explore attitudes towards the made world and how we live and work within it; 

· to develop an understanding of technological processes, products, and their manufacture, and their contribution to our society;
· to foster enjoyment, satisfaction and purpose in designing and making.
The Creative Curriculum

We teach D.T. as part of our broad and balanced Creative curriculum. We enable the skills and knowledge of the D.T. curriculum to be delivered in an innovative and imaginative way using the teaching procedures and styles outlined below. We believe that linking the skills and knowledge of D.T. across the curriculum enables deeper, more connected learning between subjects. We teach D.T. through carefully planned topics ensuring that over the year each area of the D.T. curriculum, the programmes of study and statements of attainment, are met. We do realise that some aspects of the D.T. curriculum may still need to be taught discretely. Although as a school we follow the same topic, the activities and learning opportunities are fully differentiated and appropriate to the age and ability of the child. We use assessment for learning and adapt our planning as a result of our assessments. 

E-Safety

E-safety is a priority in all our planning and teaching.  Learning opportunities are planned to reinforce this message.

Teaching and learning styles

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in D.T. lessons. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in D.T. Teachers ensure that the children apply their knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning and making products and then evaluating them. We do this through a mixture of whole-class teaching and individual/group activities. Within lessons, we give children the opportunity both to work on their own and to collaborate with others, listening to other children’s ideas and treating these with respect. Children critically evaluate existing products, their own work and that of others. 

D.T. curriculum planning

We currently use ‘Twinkl’ to base our long term DT objectives on. This allows us to plan for mixed year groups and ensure progression through a two year rolling cycle. We develop schemes of work and daily plans which give details of appropriate activities and outcomes. We plan progressive activities that develop D.T. knowledge. We use assessment for learning and adapt our planning as a result of our assessment. 

Differentiation

We aim to encourage all children to reach their full potential through the provision of varied opportunities. We recognise that our curriculum planning must allow pupils to gain a progressively deeper understanding and competency as they move through out the school. 

Careful thought will be given to the provision of appropriately structured work for children with SEN. The school uses the strategies of ‘The Dyslexia Friendly School’ that enable all children increased access to the curriculum through a broad – base, multi sensory, visual auditory and kinaesthetically planned curriculum. 

The most able children within our school, including those children who are Gifted and Talented, are identified so that their individual needs are acknowledged. Planning attempts to ensure that the level of challenge is appropriate to their specific needs. 

The Foundation Stage

We encourage the development of knowledge and understanding skills in the Reception class as this is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum. We relate the knowledge and understanding development of the children to the objectives set in the Early Learning goals. We also assess the children with relation to the Foundation Stage Profile statements. The children’s learning includes developing confidence and control of the way they handle tools and equipment. We give all children the opportunity to ask questions about how things work, investigating and using a variety of construction kits, materials, tools and products, developing making skills and handling appropriate tools and construction materials safely. The range of experiences encourages children to make connections between one area of learning and another and so extends their understanding. There are links with all curriculum areas.

Assessment and Reporting

Opportunities for assessment will be identified in planning. Performance will be regularly assessed and monitored in accordance with the National Curriculum. 

Teachers assess children’s work in D.T. by making assessments as they observe them working during lessons. They record the progress made by children against the learning objectives for their lessons. An overall assessment will be made at the end of a topic through a planned ‘End of Unit’ assessment task. They record this information and use it to plan the future work of each child. 

The teacher will pass on relevant information to other teachers. Staff hold meetings with parents and written annual reports are forwarded to parents in the summer term.

The Role of the D.T. Co-ordinator

· Purchase, organise and maintain teaching resources

· Manage a delegated budget and keep spending within it.

· Encourage and assist in in-service training.

· Being informed about current developments in the subject.

· Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.

· Provide guidance and support to colleagues in the implementation of the NC and schemes of work leading to improved quality and continuity of the teaching of D.T. throughout the school.

· Advise the Head teacher of any action required (e.g. resources, standards etc)

· Monitor the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching across the school.

· Encourage ways of involving parents in their children’s learning.

· Promote liaison throughout the school / cross phase / transfer.

· Write annual report to the Governing Body outlining developments, significant achievements, future plans etc. within the subject in the school.

· Prepare a Standards Report (as appropriate)

· Work with the head teacher on the School Development Plan with respect to D.T.

Personal, Social, Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship,
Spiritual, Moral and Cultural Development
D.T. contributes to the teaching of elements of PSHE and Citizenship. The children have the opportunity to discuss how they feel about their own work and the methods and approaches used by others. 

The teaching of D.T. offers opportunities to support the social development of our children through the way we expect them to work with each other in lessons. Groupings allow children to work together and give them the chance to discuss their feelings about their own work and the work of others. Their work in general helps them to develop a respect for the abilities of other children and encourages them to collaborate and co-operate across a range of activities and experiences. The children learn to respect and work with each other and with adults, thus developing a better understanding of themselves.  

They also develop a respect for the environment, for their own health and safety and for that of others. They develop their cultural awareness and understanding, and they learn to appreciate the value of differences and similarities. A variety of experiences teaches them to appreciate that all peoples are equally important, and that the needs of individuals are not the same as the needs of groups.
Safety

We recognise that all teachers must plan safe activities for D.T. and actively raise children’s awareness of hazards and risks when working with living things, materials and equipment, and take action to control those risks.

Resources

We have a wide range of resources to support the teaching of D.T. across the school. The equipment is kept in both our own classrooms and with our Art equipment in the den. Resources are updated continually as appropriate including computing resources.
Equal opportunities

The teaching of D.T. will be in accordance with the present policy for Equal opportunities. We aim to provide equal access to D.T. for those children with Special Educational Needs and those pupils who are very able and require extension activities, through small group work, through the support of classroom assistants where available and through carefully differentiated activities.
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