
Berkley C of E First School    

Headteacher: Mrs Thompson              Telephone: 01373 887390 

   ‘Let your light shine’ NEWSLETTER Friday 29th April 2022 

 KEY INFORMATION:   

Inset days: 27.05.2022, 25.07.2022, 26.07.2022    

 Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May  

God can see creativity in us all, lets find take some time to 
think about our own talents and gifts.  

WELCOME BACK  

Dear Families, 

We ended the term with such a lovely service, thank you so much for joining us. We hope like us you enjoyed the break and 

all the treats that come with the celebration of Easter.  This term the whole school are taking part in Take One Picture. For 

any new families we dedicate one term each year and base our learning and discussion around a famous painting of picture, 

this is inspired by the National Gallery Project. The lily Pond, Claude Monet is our chosen piece, in 1893 Monet bought a plot 

of land next to his house in Giverny. He wanted to create a water garden ‘both for the pleasure of the eye and for the 

purpose of having subjects to paint'. He enlarged the existing pond, filling it with exotic new hybrid water lilies, and built a 

humpback bridge at one end, inspired by examples seen in Japanese prints.  We have the image in school but please take a 

look at the painting together at home and you can share in the learning experience. Look out for letters from your teachers 

for any additional information.  

TAKE A LOOK AT OUR LEARNING THIS WEEK     We waved our Year 4 children off on Monday morning, they then spent the 

next two nights staying at Mill on the Brue in Bruton. They were not only treated to an action packed 

activity timetable but they had the warm sunshine from start to finish. On the first night the children 

made a campfire after dinner and played in a football match against Beckington, the staff were very 

proud of how the children behaved and how they got stuck into everything on offer. I went to visit and 

saw how wonderful the location was, whilst I was there the pupils went zooming along a zip wire and 

Mrs Langton helped her team win the archery task of building a burger.  Every child thrived and the staff 

managed well with the late nights. The food looked delicious and Berkley did a great job of making sure 

nothing was wasted. I am sure they will have many stories to tell over the coming days. Thank you to the 

staff and pupils for making it a successful experience .  

 
BIRTHDAYS    
Happy birthday to Rudy and Oliver who 
celebrated in the holidays.  

 
Best Wishes,  

Mrs  S  Thompson  

 

 

 

‘ 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP  
Our new Christian value is Creativity, we had our collective worship on Monday and introduced this to the children.  

 

PARENT AND COMMUNTY  
We will be holding an afternoon event to celebrate the Queens Jubilee, this will be in the first week of the next term. As 
staff we are meeting to discuss this and will send out more information in the next week once all the details are planned.  

 

UPDATES  
For your information, if your child plays a recorder please still bring them in, the lessons continued last term with Mrs 
Langton and will continue to do so with the staff supporting Badgers also. Mrs Thompson will be leading the singing across 
the school for the assemblies and worship as per the Easter service.   
 

BELONGINGS—’No going back’, the children have time to collect their belongings at the end of the day ready for home 
time. Once they leave their classrooms and come to the gate they can not go back inside. If they then remember upon 
going  that they have left something  behind they will have to get it the following day. Hopefully with reminders they will 
remember all of their belongings as we want  children to build their sense of responsibility.  This also links to the traffic as 
we need to keep it moving and it the moment it can cause it to stop.  
 
TRAFFIC  
We had the police visit us this week to witness the traffic build up on the road and the fact that car’s over take or speed.  
They understand we are doing everything we can but that it is still dangerous. You are able to take photo’s of the cars who 
overtake or if you have a dash cam this is evidence that can be sent in to the police. We need to make sure we are not 
arriving too early as this causes the queue to really build up. We have noticed cars arriving 20 minutes before either drop 
off or pick up and forming a queue outside. Please remember the school does not open until 8.40am and finishes at 
3.15pm. We just need to work together to make sure we are all doing the best we can to make sure the system works. We 
endeavour to do our best to keep to the timings and we appreciate that it is impossible to time the journey to the minute 
so some time has to be allowed. Hopefully the police will think about what else they can do to help us. 
 

SAFEGUARDING  

Lynne Langton is our safeguarding lead at the school. If you have any safeguarding concerns when out of school please call 

the police or the numbers found on the last page.  

 

VACANCY  
We have a vacancy for a midday supervisor at our school for 5 days a week for 1 hour a day. This would include supervising 
in the playground and in the dining hall.  Please mention to anyone you think would be interested.   

 

Date 

  

Time Event 

Monday 

2nd May 

BANK HOLIDAY School Closed 

Tuesday 

3rd 

  

Weds 

4th 

After-school—4.15pm 

 

Cheerleading (All years) 

 

Thursday 

5th 

After-school—4.15pm 
 
 

Football (All Years) 

 

Friday  

6th 

 Heights and Weights for Reception. 

Next Week - Hot Lunches on Parent Pay. Please order on a Wednesday at the latest for the following week. 



 
Diary Dates 

Future Dates for your diary: 

Bag2school - Thursday 26th May 
All age family service—Sunday 5th June 9.30am 
All age family service—Sunday 3rd July 9.30am 
All age family service—Sunday 4th September 9.30am 
 
 

REMINDERS:   

Don’t forget to order your child’s lunches by Wednesday midnight for the following week if 

you would like your child to have a hot school meal.  

 

Don’t forget that school uniform can be ordered on-line.  

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/berkley 

 

Please keep reminding your child to wash their hands regularly. 

Keep checking our website for all the latest information regarding Berkley School. berkleyschool.co.uk 

Term Time Holidays 
Any holiday requests in term time need to be sent in writing to The Headteacher via our holiday request form 
that is available on our website or can be requested through the school office. We have to follow strict 
guidelines in partnership with other Frome schools and we can not authorise holidays in term time due to 
missed trips or the pandemic. Please always let us know if you are going away by completing the form regardless 
of whether it is authorised or not. Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Date 

  

Time Event 

Monday 

9th 

  

Tuesday 

10th 

 School Photos 

Weds 

11th 

After-school—4.15pm 

 

Cheerleading (All years) 

 

Thursday 

12th 

After-school—4.15pm 
 
 

Football (All Years) 

 

Friday  

13th 

  



 

 

 

 

 

On a Thursday we dedicate the assembly to celebrating the successes and wow moments of the 

week. The children come home with a certificate for their efforts in particular areas.  All the adults also have the 

opportunity to mention a child from any class who has made a difference to their week or who they have 

spotted doing something wonderful. These children receive a sticker on the day. We link our rewards to the 

skills they have demonstrated through out the week an we value each child equally.  

Star of the week  

 

                                       

                                      Reading Superstars  

 

 

Demonstrating our Christian Value   

HEADTEACHER AWARD  

 Finley G and Hallie for their work in Literacy this week.  

 



 

Changes to measures and guidance for managing COVID-19 

 in education and childcare settings from Friday 1 April 

 

On Tuesday 29 March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, set out the next steps for 
living with COVID-19 in England from Friday 1 April. 

 

Updated guidance will advise: 

 

 adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel unwell, 
should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume 
normal activities and they no longer have a high temperature 

 children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a 
high temperature, and they are well enough to attend. 

 adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people 
for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and under, the 
advice will be 3 days. 

 

BERKLEY SCHOOL: 

We are following this advice and as a school will not accept anyone with a positive test before the recommended 

isolation or a pupil who returns earlier than the 3 days recommended. Please take a lateral flow before returning 

this week.  

 

 

Please look at which class have earned the Balloons this week!! 

Classes Rabbits Squirrels Badgers Owls 

W/c 04/04/22 94.00% 97.39% 97.26% 91.45% 

Attendance 

For w/c 04/04/22 

Attendance Absences 

94.98% 5.02% 

Learning time lost: 

  24.5Days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Nation Convention on the rights of the child entitles them to a Right to Education (Article 28). If 

the attendance drops below 95%, this is classed as poor attendance,  as well as children missing vital learning 

which reduces their chances of success. Please help us to continue our positive attendance. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 
Somerset Music 

Musical Discoveries 

National Open Youth Orchestra with BSO Resound 

Sunday 22 May, 4pm, Lighthouse, Poole 

https://bsolive.com/events/musical-discoveries/  

Enter a captivating musical universe where the familiar merges with the unknown. Alongside traditional acoustic 
instruments, you will discover the sounds of electronic instruments such as the LinnStrument, Seaboard Rise and 
Clarion, which can be played with any movement of the body. 

In addition to performing their own set, NOYO and BSO Resound will come together to present an original 
version of Alexander Campkin’s What Fear We Then?, a joint commission re-arranged for the occasion. This 
celebratory set will also feature new arrangements of Spring by Vivaldi and Time by Hans Zimmer. 

This afternoon’s programme will showcase how diversity can push the boundaries of classical and contemporary 
music in exciting new directions. 

BSO On Your Doorstep: Yeovil 

Homelands 

Sunday 29 May, 2.30pm, Westlands Yeovil 

 

https://bsolive.com/events/bso-on-your-doorstep-yeovil-3/  

Musicians from the BSO take you on a fantastic musical exploration as part of our ‘BSO On Your Doorstep’ 
chamber music concerts. 

Join the BSO for a stirring concert featuring music from the Upper West Side to deepest Somerset with BSO 
Principle brass and wind players. A programme journeying to New York with Bernstein, Amelie’s Paris with Yann 
Tiersen, and rural England with Vaughan Williams and The Wellerman. 

 
Join us for this relaxed and friendly concert specifically adapted for concertgoers with autistic spectrum 
conditions, those with sensory, communication or learning difficulties, families with young children and anyone 
else who would benefit from a less formal environment. 

 
The concert is approximately an hour in length and will be introduced by a BSO presenter. There is a relaxed 
attitude to noise so feel free to move about, sing or dance during the performance. Audience members are free 
to leave and re-enter the auditorium at any point, and there is plenty of room to spread out, so bring cushions 
or a bean bag to make yourself comfortable. There will be a Chill Out area with space for anyone needing a bit of 
quiet time before or during the performance. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsolive.com%2Fevents%2Fmusical-discoveries%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEBrodie%40somerset.gov.uk%7Ca271e48b874d4fce054208da26aa6901%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637864810583710892%7CUnkno
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsolive.com%2Fevents%2Fbso-on-your-doorstep-yeovil-3%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEBrodie%40somerset.gov.uk%7Ca271e48b874d4fce054208da26aa6901%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C6378648105837108


 

Useful numbers and websites  
Emergency numbers 

Somerset Emergency Duty Line (out of hours) 

0300 123 2327 (evenings and weekends) For any family in Somerset, you can speak to a social worker outside of office 

hours to report if you are worried about a child or if you feel in crisis and need urgent support. 

Somerset Direct to report a safeguarding concern: 

0300 123 2224 childrens@somerset.gov.uk If you are worried about a child or young person who could be in danger, 

please contact this number or call the police. 

If you are experiencing domestic abuse: 

Call the National Domestic Abuse Helpline on 0808 2000247 or visit www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk or contact somerset 

survivors on 0800 69 49 999, open 8am-8pm Monday-Friday and 9am-1pm Saturday & Sunday. 

Other useful numbers and websites 

Citizen Advice: 

www.citizenadvicemendip.org.uk (response within 4 days) Somerset Telephone Advice:03 444 889 623 Free, confidential 

information and advice to assist people with money, legal, consumer and other problems. 

Fair Frome: 

Tel: 01373 488578 Mobile 07714 587129 (open Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am –1pm) Local food bank providing food 

parcels and vouchers for local takeaways (in person or delivered) 

Young Minds: 

http://youngminds.org.uk/ The UK’s leading charity committed to improving emotional wellbeing and mental health of 

children and young people. 

Kooth: 

http://www.kooth.com A digital mental health support service. It gives children and young people easy access to an online 

community of peers and a team of experienced counsellors. 

Chat Health: 

http://chathealth.nhs.uk/ Offers quick and confidential support to young people between the ages of 11 and 19. It’s safe 

and easy for you to speak to a qualified health professional. Just send a message, you don’t have to give your name. Dis-

creet and quick. It only takes one message to start making a difference. You’ll get confidential advice from trained health 

staff in your area. 

YMCA Brunel Group: 

Support & Advice—YMCA Brunel Group (ymca-bg.org) Online and physical support group and advice for 10-19 year olds. 

**************************************************************************************************** 

CAP Debt Centre Manager  

This has been established by Holy Trinity Church (Frome) in partnership with Christians Against Poverty, a debt charity 
based in Bradford West Yorkshire since 1996.  

CAP offers a solution FREE for those who are in unmanageable debt and Phil Gray has been trained as a coach to work 
alongside families who find themselves in difficulty within the BA11 and BA3 postcode areas.  

There is a freephone number (0800 328 0006) to ring to register as a client but he can be contacted prior, if that would be 
preferable, at philgray@capuk.org or on 07496 516089. There is also a website to visit capdebthelp.org 

**************************************************************************************************** 

School nurse info: 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/what-is-a-school-nurse/  

 

mailto:philgray@capuk.org
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/what-is-a-school-nurse/

