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Literacy at Berkley First School  

 

As you may be aware, there have been many changes to the Literacy Curriculum, since the intro-
duction of the New Curriculum, implemented by the Government in 2015.  Therefore the objec-
tives that the children need to achieve and the way in which these are taught are different to 
previous years.  

This pack has been formulated to identify where your child should be by the end of the year, as 
well as suggesting activities and guidance to assist your child in their learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the beginning of year 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an age appropriate in-
terest level. They should be able to read them accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for 
them to focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding individual words. They 
should be able to decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approxi-
mation to the word’s pronunciation. As their decoding skills become increasingly secure, teaching 
should be directed more towards developing their vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their 
reading, making sure that they become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read 
widely and frequently. They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, 
poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning to read silently. They should also be developing their 
knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of subjects. They should be learn-
ing to justify their views about what they have read: with support at the start of year 3 and in-
creasingly independently by the end of year 4. Pupils should be able to write down their ideas 
with a reasonable degree of accuracy and with good sentence punctuation. Teachers should 
therefore be consolidating pupils’ writing skills, their vocabulary, their grasp of sentence struc-
ture and their knowledge of linguistic terminology. Teaching them to develop as writers involves 
teaching them to enhance the effectiveness of what they write as well as increasing their com-
petence. Teachers should make sure that pupils build on what they have learnt, particularly in 
terms of the range of their writing and the more varied grammar, vocabulary and narrative 
structures from which they can draw to express their ideas. Pupils should be beginning to under-
stand how writing can be different from speech. Joined handwriting should be the norm; pupils 
should be able to use it fast enough to keep pace with what they want to say. Pupils should spell 
words as accurately as possible using their phonic knowledge and other knowledge of spelling, 
such as morphology and etymology. Most pupils will not need further direct teaching of word 
reading skills: they are able to decode unfamiliar words accurately, and need very few repeated 
experiences of this before the word is stored in such a way that they can read it without overt 
sound-blending. They should demonstrate understanding of figurative language, distinguish 
shades of meaning among related words and use age-appropriate, academic vocabulary.  
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Year Three Objectives  

 

Reading Skills  

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and mor-
phology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning 
of new words they meet  

 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the word.  

develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:  

 listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  

 reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  

 using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read  

 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling some of these orally  

 identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

 preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume and action  

 discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination  

 recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 

 understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  

 checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining 
the meaning of words in context  

 asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  

 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

 identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these  

 identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction  

 participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read 
for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.  
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Writing skills  

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, 
when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined  

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the 
downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so 
that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch].  

Plan their writing by:  

 discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabulary and grammar  

 discussing and recording ideas  

 draft and write by:  

 composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures  

Organising paragraphs around a theme  

 in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot  

 in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings]  

Evaluate and edit by:  

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements  

 proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

 read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling 
the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.  

Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by:  

 extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although  

 using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense  

 choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition  

 using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause  

 using fronted adverbials  

Indicate grammatical and other features by:  

 using commas after fronted adverbials  

 indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns  

 using and punctuating direct speech  
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Grammar Skills  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spoken Language Skills  

 

The spoken language objectives are set out for the whole of primary school and teachers will cover many of 
them every year as children’s spoken language develops.  

Some focuses include:  

 listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  

 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge  

 use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary  

 articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  

 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for 
expressing feelings  
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Spelling Skills  

 

Spellings will be revised and practised for spelling patterns taught in previous years.  

 

 

Common Exception Words  

Common Exception Words are words which are not spelt according to spelling rules learnt so 
far.  

Below is a list of the Common Exception Words that Year 3 and 4s need to learn how to spell.  
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What can you do to support your child's learning at home  

 

Research shows that the most important thing you can do to help your child achieve at school is read with 
them. Little and often is the key! 

There are three things that your child needs to learn to do: 

1) Decode words 
2) Understand what they have read 
3) Enjoy it! 

Reading with your child should be enjoyable. The more fun you have, the more likely you are to instill a love 
of reading. Encourage discussion with your child when reading with them. They will probably ask you some 
interesting questions, so don’t be afraid to stop reading and explore these further. 

Here are some tips for engaging reluctant readers: 

 Listen to audiobooks to get them interested in stories 
– Show them that you love reading too. Visit the library together and choose some books for you and 
for them. 
– Go for something that you know will engage your child. Perhaps they are really into wildlife, so a non-
fiction book may be a good place to start. 
– Ensure your child can easily access books in your home. Have shelves at child height and books in 
each room. 

 

Spelling will continue to go home weekly . Please support your child in learning these words in preparation for 
their weekly spelling test. There are many methods to use at home: the basic strategies of ‘sounding out’ 
using phonics and look, cover, write, cover, say, check work for many learners. However, you may also wish to 
try some of these approaches: 

 For tricky words, think about shape and size of the word. 

 Break words into syllables, e.g. re-mem-ber. 

 Use a mnemonic, e.g. necessary: one collar; two sleeves. 

 Say words as they sound/in a funny way, e.g. Wed-nes-day. 

 Encourage the children to find words within words, e.g. parliament: I AM parliament. 

 Sing it! 

 

The following apps can also be used to liven up learning spellings: 

 Squeebles Spelling; 

 Spell with Pip; 

 Phonics Play; 

 Mr Thorne; 

 Pop words; 

 Word Bingo. 
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Websites to help your child  

 

www.teachyourmonstertoread.com 

 

ww.ictgames.com 

 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/  

 

www.astoryforbedtime.com  

 

www.childliteracy.com  

 

www.sillybooks.net  

 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools 

 

 

 

A visual guide to mastery? 

 

 

Previously, levels measured how much a child had learned: how many objectives and wheth-
er they could get the questions correct when they were asked.   

 

In the National Curriculum, pupils are assessed on:  

1. The objectives of the national curriculum that a child has achieved.  

2. The depth to which they can use and apply their knowledge of these objectives; this 
is Mastery.    


