
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Music education at Berkley First School is designed to enable our pupils to be invigorated, 
stimulated and fascinated by music. Through creation, evaluation and analysis of a range of 
musical genres, we aim to ensure that every pupil is able to explore their own musical 
talents in a variety of ways.   

Intent 

At Berkley First School, we want to: 
• make music a pleasurable activity which can provide fulfilment throughout life 
• create and develop a curiosity for music and appreciate and respect the importance of all 

types of music and the impact music can have on any individual and their lives 
• create an appreciation of music which is heightened by understanding 
• develop knowledge of the work of a range of musicians and composers 
• enable pupils to sing, play, compose, perform, evaluate and analyse music from a range of 

stimuli, styles and genres 
• understand the importance of music within the wider community and to use their musical 

skills and knowledge to apply these in a variety of ways. 

Implementation 

At Berkley First School, we use the Sparkyard scheme of work to teach the EYFS National 
Curriculum for music. 

School Vision 

We are a small school, with big ideas, adopting a creative approach to ensure that every child is 

supported in order to flourish and thrive; to see and develop their true potential. 

Our vision and ethos of the school is based on the sermon of the mount, Matthew 5:14- 16; “You are 

the light that gives light to the world. In the same way, let your light shine before others, live so that 

they may see your good works.”  

We are children of the community and guided by Faith. 

‘Let your light shine’ 



This ensures that all pupils: 
• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of genres, styles and traditions, 

including the works of the great composers and musicians 
• learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with 

others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately 
and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

• understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including the 
interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 
appropriate musical notations. 
The in-depth Sparkyard Music scheme ensures that pupils are exposed to all of the above 
national curriculum requirements. The scheme also has a vast library of resources and it 
creates a wide spectrum of experiences. 
 
The scheme is also accessed by the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). The EYFS follows 
the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ guidance which aims for all children in Foundation 
Stage to access ‘Expressive Arts and Design’ by the end of the academic year. It is important 
that pupils have regular opportunities to engage with the arts. The quality and variety of 
what pupils see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-
expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, 
repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting 
and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 
The music curriculum is embedded throughout the school within other musical 
opportunities too: 

• weekly singing assemblies where hymns are practised in relation to our assemblies and 
Christian values 

• Our church Harvest Festivals, Christmas service, Easter and year 4 Leavers services all 
include a school song that the children perform to the community and to parents. 

• We have also taken part in local community events at Frome college, Selwood school and 
Frome’s Merlin theatre.  

• To further enrich the pupil’s musical experiences, a range of extra-curricular 
activities are available to them. At Berkley, we also offer 1;1 piano lessons and Year 4 
children learn to play the recorder. 

Impact 

Through following our music scheme, our pupils, by the end of Year 4, will have gained a 
range of skills and knowledge and will have accessed a varied, rich programme of study. 
Pupils will be able to play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments, with accuracy, fluency, control and expression. They will be 
able to listen to music in detail and recall sounds accurately. Pupils will also be able to 
appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality music drawn from different genres 
and musicians. Pupils will have accessed a high-quality music education where they have 
become inspired to develop a passion and love of music. They will gain in self-confidence, 
creativity and sense of achievement as well as becoming talented musicians. 
 


