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Our Intent for Music at Berkley C of E Primary First School

‘Music begins where the possibility of language end’ Sibelius

Music education at Berkley First School is designed to enable our pupils to be invigorated, stimulated and
fascinated by music. Through creation, evaluation and analysis of a range of musical genres, we aim to
ensure that every pupil is able to explore their own musical talents in a variety of ways.

At Berkley First School, we want to:

make music a pleasurable activity which can provide fulfilment throughout life

create and develop a curiosity for music and appreciate and respect the importance of all types of music
and the impact music can have on any individual and their lives

create an appreciation of music which is heightened by understanding

develop knowledge of the work of a range of musicians and composers

enable pupils to sing, play, compose, perform, evaluate and analyse music from a range of stimuli, styles
and genres

understand the importance of music within the wider community and to use their musical skills and
knowledge to apply these in a variety of ways.

Implementation

At Berkley First School, we have adopted the Sparkyard scheme of work to teach the EYFS and National
Curriculum for music.

This ensures that all pupils:

perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of genres, styles and traditions, including the
works of the great composers and musicians

learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to
progress to the next level of musical excellence

understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including the interrelated
dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical
notations.

The in-depth Sparkyard Music scheme ensures that pupils are exposed to all of the above national
curriculum requirements. The scheme also has a vast library of resources and it creates a wide spectrum of
experiences, linking it with Geography, History, Art, PE and PSHEE.

The scheme is also accessed by the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). The EYFS follows the
‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ guidance which aims for all children in Foundation Stage to access
‘Expressive Arts and Design’ by the end of the academic year. It is important that pupils have regular
opportunities to engage with the arts. The quality and variety of what pupils see, hear and participate in is
crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through
the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in
interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.
The music curriculum is embedded throughout the school within other musical opportunities too:
weekly singing assemblies where hymns are practised in relation to our assemblies and Christian values
Our church Harvest Festivals, Christmas service, Easter and year 4 Leavers services all include a school song
that the children perform to the community and to parents.
We have also taken part in local community events at Frome college, Selwood school and Frome’s Merlin
theatre.

e To further enrich the pupil’s musical experiences, a range of extra-curricular activities are available

to them. At Berkley, we also offer 1;1 piano lessons and Year 4 children learn to play the recorder.



Through following our music scheme, our pupils, by the end of Year 4, will have gained a range of skills and
knowledge and will have accessed a varied, rich programme of study.

Pupils will be able to play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing
musical instruments, with accuracy, fluency, control and expression. They will be able to listen to music in
detail and recall sounds accurately. Pupils will also be able to appreciate and understand a wide range of
high-quality music drawn from different genres and musicians. Pupils will have accessed a high-quality
music education where they have become inspired to develop a passion and love of music. They will gain in
self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement as well as becoming talented musicians.

All pupils will be assessed throughout the year against the EYGS ELG and National Curriculum levels.

SEND

We support our SEND children inclusively in all singing assembilies, all performances supporting them where needed and music
lessons/

Vocabulary

Being able to use and apply musical vocabulary, enables the children to better understand the subject, the topic content and
communicate their ideas accurately with others.



Music Curriculum Overview

Autumn 2

‘ Autumn 1

EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

My musical classroom

The children will learn simple welcome songs
and create simple actions to accompany songs
and nursery rhymes.

They will learn to follow musical instructions and
explore creative movement experiencing a range
of music from West African Dance to Norwegian
ice instruments!

They will learn to recognise simple classroom
percussion instruments and compare their
sounds.

They will compose simple sound sequences and
represent them using objects and pictures.

Performance at Harvest and Nativity
performances

Musical patterns and performing

The children will recognise musical
patterns in songs and music.

They will add action and play listening
games exploring music and movement
patterns.

They will develop their recognition of
classroom percussion instruments using
them to lay simple accompaniments and
simple rhythm patterns.

They will explore ways to change sounds
and create simple patterns e.g. playing
loudly, quietly, slowly or quickly.

They will compose music inspired by
transport, machines and robots, explore
descriptive sounds and experience music
through movement, dance, art and role
play.

Performance at Christingle and
Easter services

Summer 5 ‘ Summer 6

Sound stories

The children will have opportunities
to tell stories using voices and
instruments.

Music outdoors inspired by the
natural environment e.g. sounds
sticks and learning about instruments
made from wood such as the
didgeridoo, the courting flute and
temple blocks.

The children will be introduced to
musical timbre through fairy tale
characters and children will associate
these with instruments.

They will explore layering
instrumental sounds and develop an
understanding of musical texture.
They will learn to use simple sound
effects and pictorial notation to
accompany a story or song.

Performance at Singing festival
and leavers service

Move to the beat

Children can:

*  Learn to recognise pulse, matching movements to music

«  Explore percussion instruments

*  Perform simple instrumental accompaniments to familiar
songs

*  Create simple choreocgraphy and learn about dance
traditions such as South African Gumbaoot Dancing and
Morth Indian Kathak Dance

Performance at Harvest and Nativity
performances

Exploring sounds
Children can:
. Explore how sounds can be produced in different ways
using volces and instruments
*  Sing simple songs, adding facial expressions and actions
to enhance performance
. Recognise how composers using dynamics, tempo and
timbre to reflect a character or theme
. Use song lyrics as a stimulus for a composition
*  Compose short sound sequences to tell a story and
perform them to each other
+  Follow musical instructions and invent notation to
represent sound sequences

Performance at Christingle and
Easter services

High or Low
“hildren can:
*  Learn to identify and describe pitch
*  Explore sounds created by a variety of different
instruments and voice, describing their pitch and timbre
*  Play simple listening games, identifying and copying
simple pitch patterns
*  Use a variety of tuned and untuned percussion
instruments
* Compose simple sound effects to accompany sections of
a story
* Compose pitch patterns and represent them using
simple graphic notation
*  Prepare songs for a class performance

Performance at Singing festival
and leavers service

Exploring pulse and rhythmic patterns

Children can:
. Develop ensemble skills through singing a range of songs
and musical passing games
. Learn to recognise the difference between pulse and
rhythm
. Investigate different ways to play rhythms, varying
instrumental timbre and dynamics
. Play a rhythmic accompaniment to a song or poem,
selecting suitable sounds and timbre
+  Create simple four-beat rhythms and represent using
graphic notation
Listen with concentration to a range of music, recognising
rhythmic features

Performance at Harvest and Nativity
performances

Musical moods and pictures

Children can:
*  Learn how songs and music can communicate different
emotions

#  Investigate different ways to express the mood of a song,

adding faclal expressions and changing voice
=  Work as a class and in small groups to compose and
Improvise music on the theme of weather
#  Explore instrumental and vocal timbres, selecting sounds
to match a mood, character or theme
=  Learn to follow and give simple musical instructions
*  Usesongs to inspire a simple soundscape
Listen to music and represent sounds using a range of graphic
symbaols

Performance at Christingle and
Easter services

Exploring pitch and melody
Children can:
. Describe pitch and timbre of instruments
- Play simple listening games, using movement to describe
the direction of pitch
. Sing songs, developing pitch matching skills and perfarm
them with actions and movement
. Learn to use their voices creatively, following graphic
notations such as vocal story maps and pipe cleaner
natation
. Learn to play simple melodies and accompaniments
using tuned percussion
. Prepare songs and music for a class performance

Performance at Singing festival
and leavers service




Year Exploring rhythmic patterns and playing with
3/4 rhythm
Children can:
+  Explore rhythmic patterns

Identify and play rhythms using body percussion,
instruments or other sound makers

Perform call and response songs and compose their own
call-and-response (question and answer phrases)
Develop ensemble skills, performing simple rhythmic
ostinato to accompany a song or poem

Sing songs influenced by different musical styles and
listen out for simple stylistic features in music

Compose simple rhythmic patterns and represent them
using graphic notation

Children can:

Develop ensemble skills, learning to perform together
rhythmically

Follow and lead musical instructions

Develop their knowledge of rhythmic notations

Play from range of rhythmic notations, performing as a
class and in small groups

Sing a range of songs and learn how music can be built by
combining layers of rhythm {ostinato)

Compose in a rhythmic framework (e.g. writing lyrics to fit
a melody, creating rhythm grids or exploring rhythmic
motifs

Performance at Harvest

Painting pictures with sound and
musical contrasts

Children can:

.

Learn to identify and describe the ingredients
(dimensions) that make up music

+  Perform instrumental accompaniments, selecting suitable
timbres to suit the style of a song

«  Create suitable music to accompany song lyrics and
poetry, varying the dimensions of music to evoke mood
and atmosphere

+  Compose music inspired by stories or settings

«  Create and organise music with layers of musical sound
(texture) and represent them using graphic notations

Children can:

»  Explore instrumental timbres, learning how instruments
can be grouped and classified in different ways

#  Listen to music such as The Young Person's Guide To The
Orchestra and identify orchestral families (string,
woodwind, brass and percussion)

« |dentify changes In tonality and develop recognition of
major and minor chords through simple listening games

*  Follow and lead performance directions, controlling
instruments and voices

+  Learn how to create musical contrasts by varying pitch,
tempo, articulation, and dynamics

# Compose music in a given structure such as AB or Rondo

form or by exploring musical motifs

Performance at Christingle and
Easter services

Sing! Play! Notate! And melody
builders

Children can:

*  Learn to identify and describe the direction of pitch in
simple melodies

*  Use voices creatively, creating simple soundscapes singing
independently and as part of a group

s Learn to represent melodies from songs using dot
notation and other graphic representations

=  Explore pentatonic scales, singing songs and compasing
or improvising simple melodies

«  Listen and compare versions of music, understanding the
elements that shape a performance

- Prepare music for a performance

Children can:
. Learn to describe and internalize pitch and use their
‘thinking voice’
. Develop improvisation skills, creating melodies using a
small note range
. Compose melodies and record using graphic and letter
notation

Explore and recognize the structure of songs and music
Compaose lyrics and create simple musical arrangements
Plan a class performance

Performance at Singing festival
and leavers service

Year 4 pupils learn to play the recorder




Chronological
understanding

EYFS

- Recognise and begin to
talk about how their lives
have changed as they have
grown.

- Begin to make sense of
their own life-story and
family’s history.

Year 1

- Understand the
difference
between things
that happened in
the past and the
present (within
context of their
own life)

- Describe things
that happened to
other people in
the past

- Order and
sequence some
familiar events or
objects

- ldentify some
similarities and
differences
between ways of
life at different
times.

- Use common
words and
phrases relating
to the passing of
time such as ‘old,
new, young, days,
months, a long
time ago and
before’.

Year 2

- Understand and use the words
past and present when telling
others about an event

- Order and sequence events and
objects in order of when they
happened (using a scale provided
by a teacher)

- Use common words and phrases
relating to the passing of time.
E.g. recently, before, after, now,
later, uses, past, present.

Year 3

- Aware that the past can be
divided into different periods
of time including BC and AD.
- Use some dates and
historical terms when
sequencing historical events
in chronological order on a
timeline.

- Explore trends and changes
over time (using a timeline.)

- Uses words and phrases e.g.

century, decade.

Year 4

- Use dates and historical terms when
ordering events and objects in
chronological order on timeline.

- Explore links and contrasts within and
across different periods of time.

- Begin to describe the main changes in a
period in history

- Understand and use more complex
historical terms e.g., BC/AD, after, before,
during.




Historical
Understanding,
Enquiry and Using
Sources

- Understand the past
through settings,
characters and events
encountered in books read
in class and storytelling.

- Make simple
observations
about different
people, events,
beliefs and
communities.

- Use sources to
answer and ask
simple questions
about the past.

- Identify some of
the basic ways in
which the past
can be
represented.

- Choose parts of
stories and other
sources to show
what they know
about the past.

- Ask and answer questions about
the past through observing and
handling a range of sources —
asking
why/what/who/how/where
questions to find answers.

- Consider why things may
change over time.

- Recognise some basic reasons
why people in the past acted as
they did.

- Choose parts of stories and
other sources to show what they
know about significant people
and events.

- Use sources to address
historically valid questions.
- Recognise that our
knowledge of the past is
constructed from different
sources of evidence.

- Recognise that different
versions of past events may
exist.

- Describe and explore some
of the ways the past can be
represented — pictures,
letters, artefacts etc.

- Use sources to address historically valid
guestions and theories.

- Recognise how sources of evidence are
used to make historical claims

- Recognise why some events happened
and what happened as a result.

- Identify historically significant people
and events in different situations.

Knowledge and
understanding of
events, people and
changes in the past

- Know some similarities
and differences between
things in the past and now,
drawing on their
experiences and what has
been read in class.

- Talk about the lives of the
people around them and
their roles in society.

- Explore and talk about
important events in the
school or locality's history.

- Recall some
facts about
people/events
before living
memory

- Say why people
may have acted
the way they did
- Identify some
similarities and
differences
between ways of
life in different
periods.

- Describe differences between
then and now

- Understand why events
happened, what happened as a
result and why people in the past
may have acted in the way they
did

- Recount the main events from a
significant event in history.

- Describe and give reasons
for some historical changes

- Find out and compare
everyday lives in the past and
how that contrasts to our
lives today.

- Use evidence (e.g.
archaeological evidence), to
describe the past.

- Demonstrate more in-depth knowledge
of one specific civilisation — The Mayans
- Describe key aspects of a non-European
society

- Demonstrate knowledge of aspects of
history significant in their locality.

- Use evidence to describe what was
important to people from the past

- Describe similarities and differences
between people, events and artefacts
studied




Organisation and
Communication

- Describe how some of the things | have
studied from the past affect/influence life
today.

- Talk about things they did
at the weekend, yesterday,
this morning.

- Order and sequence
familiar events.

- Describe special
or significant
events.

- Retell simple
stories or events
from the past
using simple
historical
vocabulary.

- Use simple
historical terms.

- Talk about what/who was
significant in simple historical
accounts.

- Demonstrate simple historical
concepts and events through
role-play, drawing and writing.

- Use a variety of simple historical
terms and concepts.

- Discuss some historical
events, issues, connections
and changes.

- Select and organise historical
information to presentin a
range of ways.

- Use relevant historical terms
and vocabulary linked to
chronology.

- Distinguish difference
between sources e.g.
compare different versions of
the same event.

- Discuss significant aspects of, and
connections between, different historical
events.

- Select and organise relevant historical
information to present in a range of ways.
- Begin to evaluate the usefulness of
different sources.

- Use relevant and appropriate historical
terms and vocabulary linked to
chronology.




