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Welcome to Hedgehogs class

We are loo/elng forward to an exciting year of le,aming de,signe,d to
engage every child. It has been wonderful to welcome back our Year Is
and give @ warm welcome to our new Re,ceptlcm children. Eve,ryone has
arrived with big smiles and plenty of enthusiasm, malein.g a fantastic start
to the year. We are alre,ady so Ioroud of our Year Is, who have done a
brilliant J'ob of helping the new Receptwn. children settle into classroom
life. We are eager to see how each child grows and progresses in their
own unigue way.

What to Exloect This Year

For Recepticm Parents:

e The Mamlng Routine: Children arrive to settling activities followed by
our core subjects: phcmics, maths, and Engllsh.

e The EYFS Curriculum: Leaming focuses on three prime areas
(Communication & Language,, Personal & Social De\relopment, and
Physlcal De,ve,lopme,nt) alongside, four s,oeciflc areas ( Ltte,racy, Maths,
Understanding the World, and Expressive Arts).

e How The,y Learn: Throughout the day, children learn through a mix
of focused adult-led lessons and child-initiated play to build on what
they have been taught.

For Year 1 Parents ( Key Stage 1):
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o A Structured Transition: The school day will become sltghtly more
structured as the year goes on, but the children will still learn in a
variety of ways both inside and outside the classroom.

o Active Learning: They will continue to learn through Iolay, exploratlon,
dtsca\rery, role play, and hands-on challenges.

o The Curriculum: While they are moving onto the KSI National
Curriculum, we will also carry forward and support any remaining
Reception (EYFS) goals to ensure a smooth transition.

Across both year groups, the children will be fully supported
throughout the day bH myself, Mrs Mustow, and Mrs Allsop.

English, Maths & Reading for All Hedgehags
English
This year, we are launching Drawing Club durlng our English sessions to
bring the magic of writing to life. Each week, our le.amlng will centre
on a speciﬁc book, blending rich \rcrcabulary with imaginative adventures.
Through drawmg the children will exlolore characters and settings,
creating magtc codes” that naturally progress from early mark- malemg in
Rece,ptton to writing descrt,otwe, sentences in Year I.
Maths Explaraticm
Across both year groups, maths is taught through practical, hands-on
activities and discussions to develcrp strong reasoning and reccrrdlng skills.
In Re,ce,lotion, children will focus on subitising, understandlng patterns
and shape,s, and leamlng the composition of numbers up to 10. Year 1
children will build on these foundations by e,xloloring large,r numbers,
counting in 2s, 5s, and 10s, and introducing concepts like money, time,
doubling, hal\ring, and addition and subtraction facts. Leaming will be
captured in a mix of written work in their books and photcrgraphs of
ractical activities.
Guided Reading & Books
Your child will participate in a WQQIC[H guided reading session to practise
their phon(cs, with a focus on word recognition, fluency, prasady,
vocabulary, and camprehenslon ( Recelotlon wiill begin these sessions in
Term 2). There will also be plenty of other opportunities to read in class
thrcrughout the week. We will send home a decodable phorucs book, and
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we encourage you to listen to your child read this book at least three
times before it is changed.

PE — please make sure your child’s labelled kit is in school on a Wednesday
and Fi riday.

Outdoor le.ammg — Please brtng in named Wellingtan boots and a
Waterloroo_f coat and trousers or all in one which can be /ee,pt in the
classroom.

Home leammg

Re,ception - Reading and Iohorucs focus. Homework challenges will start
in Je anuary.

Year ! -Each Fi riday there will be hamework set to com,ole,te, at home. This
will relate to the leaming that the,y have done during the week. In order
for me to check it, | will need the homework books handed in on

Thursday .

How can | help my child?

Personal and Social de,ve,lo'pme,nt

/V\odelling positive behaviours — gcrcrd llstening, empathy and how to
interact in different situations. Highlighttng the positive in your child 1
loved the way you shared/helped/kept trying....

Spend time together, Iolay games as a famlly — turn ta/etng, celebratlng
others and own achievements.

Communication and Language,

Engage in conversations, reading books together, create and share
stories and sing songs. Engage in Iolay based activities to extend
Vcrcabulary and conversation skills.

Reading

Ask your child questions about the story to develop ccrmprehenswn, e.qg.
What happened to..., How did ..feel about what happened?'

Explore words in the text that might be new — find out what it means.
Can you spot any common exception words ( e.g. the, was, be, my)
Make predlctl(ms about what could happen after the story.

Read a variety of different stories, comics etc.

Find words everywhere' Eou go - signs, labels when shoploing etc.
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Maths

Count out abjects from a large group— pay parﬂcular attention to one to
one correspondence

See how many there are in a set without counting ( subitlslng) —e.g. hold
up three forks and child says how many.

Find numbers/shapes wherever you go

Count in rote, forwards and backwards

Play games - dice, dominoes, snakes and ladders.

Parent hel

Could you spare an hour a week or a couple of times a term to hear
children read? If so, we would love for you to come in and hear the
children read.

Occaslcmally we may need additional help for trips and swimming outside
of the school grounds. If you would like to he,lp, Iole,ase let us know and
we can discuss further and organise a DBS check.

Any other information / may need to know

Each term | will send you an overview of what your child will learn.
Drop in sessions — date and times to be confirmed

Term 1

Meet the teacher

Phonics — learn what it is and take part in a lesson

Maths — see how we teach maths with your children

Term 5

Phonic screen check — feel prepared for the screening check.

Mrs Morrison. Mrs Mustow and Mrs Allsap
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