Early Years Policy

Berkley C of E VA First School


Statement of our Christian ethos

This policy reflects our Christian values, which recognise, celebrate and welcome diversity.  We believe that each and every one of us brings something valuable to our school family.  We aim to develop pupils, personal qualities and achievements.

The mission statement of our school talks of valuing the individuality of all of our children.  We are committed to giving all of our children every opportunity to achieve the highest standards.  This policy helps to ensure that this happens for all of the children in our school, regardless of their age, religion, gender, ethnicity, attainment or background.

Aims

We believe that Early Years provision is the foundation on which all future learning is built and should be valued and resourced accordingly. We recognise the knowledge, skills and strengths children have when they start school and the valuable part that has been played by parents and carers in their child’s learning.

Objectives

The objectives of the Early Years are:

· To provide a happy and secure environment where the children feel valued and supported by the adults who work with them, and where they can develop successful relationships with their peers;

· To provide a well planned and balanced program of learning based on the Foundation Stage Curriculum and progressing towards the National Curriculum as appropriate;

· To build on the child’s previous learning experiences encouraging them to be self-confident;

· To develop the child’s self motivation and confidence regardless of race, gender or ability;

· To encourage a strong, supportive parental involvement, creating a meaningful positive partnership between home and school;

· To make children and parents aware of Health and Safety issues relevant to them in all curriculum areas and within the school environment.

The Foundation Stage class

The Reception class offers:

· High quality care and learning experiences where the child feels happy and secure. We provide the child with caring adults in the classroom who are interested in them and encourage high expectations of work and behaviour through active learning.

· A mixed age class. We therefore feel it is essential to plan carefully to ensure progression and balance in the curriculum. We plan from the Foundation Stage documents encompassing all seven areas of the curriculum including, Communication and language, Physical development, Personal, social and emotional development, Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the world and Expressive arts and design.

· Planned opportunities for the child to talk and share their experiences with a variety of listeners;

· A safe, clean environment;

· Appropriately trained staff and support. Resources and displays are varied, attractively presented taking into account the needs of all children, including those with Special Educational Needs and more able pupils (G & T), and stimulating;

· Planned opportunities for structured play both inside and outside of the classroom. We have a range of large equipment including bikes and scooters and a play trail to encourage learning in the outdoor environment. 
· Opportunities for child-initiated play both indoors and outdoors.

Teaching and learning styles

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in the Foundation Stage lessons.  Our principal aim is to develop the children's knowledge, skills and understanding in all the seven areas of learning.

Approaches need to be related to the topic itself and to the abilities and experience of both teachers and pupils.

Our teaching at all levels shall include opportunities for

· Teacher exposition;

· Discussion techniques (pupil/pupil, pupil/teacher), appropriate to practical work;

· Consolidation and practice of fundamental skills and routines;

· Problem solving;

· First-hand experience;

· The use of varying forms of ICT;

· The use of enquiry and research work;

· Recording through a range of methods, e.g. reports, charts and models;

· Class work, group work, individual work;

· Developing a sense of wonder in the world around them;

Foundation Stage Curriculum Planning

We operate a planning procedure agreed by the whole teaching staff, based upon the Early Learning Stepping stones and Goals.  We develop schemes of work and daily/weekly plans, which give details of appropriate activities and outcomes.  We plan progressive activities that develop knowledge and skills.  We use assessment for learning and adapt our planning as a result of our assessments.

Differentiation

We aim to encourage more children to reach their full potential through the provision of varied opportunities.  We recognise that our curriculum planning, must allow pupils to gain a progressively deeper understanding and competency as they move throughout the school.  Particular thought will be given to gender, when organising groups and collaborative work.

Careful thought will be given to the provision of appropriately structured work for children with SEN.  The school uses the strategies of ‘The Dyslexia Friendly School’ that enable all children increased access to the curriculum through a broad-based, multi-sensory, visual, auditory and kinaesthetically planned curriculum.

The most able children within our school, including those children who are Gifted and Talented, are identified so that their individual needs are acknowledged.  Planning attempts to ensure that the level of challenge, is appropriate to their specific needs.

Assessment and Reporting

Opportunities for assessment will be identified in planning.  Performance will be regularly assessed and monitored in accordance with the Foundation Stage curriculum. The attainment of each child is assessed against the Foundation Stage Profile on an ongoing basis. Pre-school environments pass on relevant information which also feeds in to the Foundation Stage Profile.  The Foundation Stage Profile is completed in June. Results are sent to the LA and DFES and Parents are informed of their child’s progress in the form of a written report relating to their achievements against the Profile statements. Marking is carried out in accordance with an agreed school policy.  This information is also moderated by the County Council. The teacher will pass on relevant information to other teachers.  Staff hold meetings with parents and written annual reports are forwarded to parents in the Summer term. Profile results are kept in central school records and are subject to data analysis where a report is produced. They also serve to inform target setting for the future.

The Role of the Early Years Co-ordinator

· Purchase, organise and maintain teaching resources

· Assist with diagnosis and remediation of learning difficulties/challenge of most able (G & T) and offer specialist advice in supporting these children;

· Manage a delegated budget and keep spending within it;

· Encourage and assist in the in-service training;

· Be informed about current developments in the subject;

· Provide a strategic lead and direction of the subject in the school;

· Provide guidance and support colleagues in the implementation of the Foundation Stage curriculum;

· Advise the head teacher of any action required e.g. resources, standards etc;

· Monitor the standards of children's work, and the quality of teaching across the school;

· Encourage ways of involving parents in their children's learning;

· Promote liaison throughout the school/cross face/transfer;

· Write an annual report to the governing body outlining developments, significant achievements, future plans etc within the subject in the school;

· Prepare a standards report;

· Work with the head teacher on the school development plan with respect to Early Years.

Personal, Social, Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship

Spiritual, Moral and Cultural Development

PSHE and Citizenship is a important part of the Foundation Stage curriculum.  The children have the opportunity to discuss how they feel about their own work, and the methods and approaches used by others.

We support the social development of our children through the way we expect them to work with each other in lessons.  Groupings allow children to work together and give them the chance to discuss their feelings about their own work, and the work of others.  The work in general, helps them to develop respect of the abilities of other children, and encourages them to collaborate and cooperate across a range of activities and experiences.  The children learn to respect and work with each other and with adults, thus developing a better understanding of themselves.

Safety

We recognise that all teachers must plan safe activities for all elements of the Foundation Stage, and actively raise children's awareness of hazards and risks when working with living things, materials and equipment, and take action to control those risks.

E-Safety

E-safety is a priority in all our planning and teaching.  Learning opportunities are planned to reinforce this message.

Resources

We have a wide range of resources to support the teaching of the Foundation Stage.  All of classrooms have a range of resources, but we keep other equipment/resources centrally in the library or resource sheds.  Resources are updated continually as appropriate, including ICT resources.

Equal Opportunities

The teaching of the Foundation Stage will be in accordance with the present policy of Equal Opportunities.  We aim to provide equal access to the Foundation Stage curriculum for those children with Special Educational Needs and those pupils who are More Able (G and T), and require extension activities, through small group work and through the use of classroom assistants’ help where available.
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